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A lung cancer diagnosis can be overwhelming. However, many treatments are
available. Currently, approximately 50% of people with adenocarcinoma (a type of
NSCLC) have a biomarker that has a corresponding targeted therapy. 

Your doctor can help to guide you through the treatment decision-making process.
It is important to consider your biomarker test results and your individual needs,
values, and preferences. Depending on your biomarker results, you may be eligible
for an approved therapy or a clinical trial of an investigational treatment. It is
important to discuss all aspects of your care with your doctor and family/caregivers
to ensure that you receive the treatment that is right for you. Ask your doctor about:

 

• Your biomarker results and what they mean for treatment  • The risks, benefits, and costs of all treatment options  • What to expect before, during, and after treatment  
  
  

 

Knowing your biomarker status may allow you to access
treatment that can be very effective for your specific NSCLC

https://lungevity.org 

 Biomarkers with approved targeted therapies 
 
• EGFR mutations (including exon 20) 
• ALK rearrangements 
• ROS1 rearrangements 
• BRAF V600E mutation 
 
Currently, 9 biomarkers in NSCLC have FDA-approved targeted therapies. 
Clinical trials are evaluating targeted therapies for other biomarkers. If a clinical trial
is the best treatment option for you, support is available:

• Ask to speak with a clinical trial coordinator at your treating institution  
• Call the LUNGevity Clinical Trial Matching Service at 1-877-769-4834  
• Visit the LUNGevity Clinical Trial Finder: https://clinicaltrials.lungevity.org/  

• MET exon 14 skipping mutations 

• NTRK fusions 

• RET fusions 
• KRAS G12C mutation
• HER2 mutation  

LUNGevity is a national patient advocacy organization dedicated to supporting all lung cancer patients. Contact the LUNGevity helpline at 844-360-5864 or visit www.lungevity.org.
If you have a targetable biomarker, LUNGevity can direct you to patient groups dedicated to supporting people with these biomarkers. Remember, you are not alone!
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It’s important to wait for biomarker testing results whenever possible before starting
therapy. It can take 4 weeks or longer to get these results, but your healthcare team
can’t make the best treatment plan without having this information.  

• Learn more about biomarker testing: https://lungevity.org/noonemissed
• LUNGevity’s LifeLine Support Partners connects you with someone

who has been in your shoes: 
https://www.lungevity.org/for-patients-caregivers/support-services

Comprehensive biomarker testing uses an advanced type of 
diagnostic test that analyzes a small piece of your tumor tissue 
to determine your biomarker status
 

Patient’s Bill of Rights 
https://lungevity.org/sites/default/files/nom/NOM-Patients-Bill-of-Rights-041421.pdf 

Biomarker Testing Quick Facts 
https://www.lungevity.org/sites/default/files/nom/NOM-Biomarker-Quick-Facts-041421.pdf 

 
 

Biomarker Conversation Starter 
https://lungevity.org/sites/default/files/biomarker/biomarker-conversation-starter-052020.pdf

https://www.lungevity.org/sites/default/files/nom/NOM-Biomarker-Quick-Facts-041421.pdf
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Why Should I Talk to My Doctor About Comprehensive Biomarker Testing? 
https://lungevity.org/sites/default/files/biomarker/biomarker-flyer-052020.pdf 
 
Biomarker Conversation Starter 
https://lungevity.org/sites/default/files/biomarker/biomarker-conversation-starter-052020.pdf

 

Resources for patients 

Navigating Lung Cancer: What’s Next? 
https://lungevity.org/sites/default/files/request-materials/patient-journey-012017.pdf 
 
Biomarker Testing for NSCLC Patients 
https://lungevity.org/sites/default/files/biomarker/biomarker-testing-advice-from-HCPs.pdf

LUNGevity provides various one-page resources on biomarker testing for clinicians and patients

Resources for healthcare professionals to review with their patients
 

There are comprehensive educational booklets on biomarker testing and targeted therapy from LUNGevity 
https://lungevity.org/booklets

Questions to ask your healthcare
team about biomarker testing 

Questions to ask your healthcare
team about targeted therapy

What is a biomarker? 
What is biomarker testing? 
What types of biomarkers are used? 
Is biomarker testing appropriate for you? 
For which biomarkers should you be tested? 
How is biomarker testing performed? 
Will you need multiple biopsies? 
What do the results of your biomarker tests mean? 
How does biomarker testing help you enroll in clinical trials? 

What is a driver mutation?
What are the different types of driver mutations?

Driver mutations seen in lung cancers
What is targeted therapy?

What are kinase inhibitors?
Where do targeted therapies fit into a treatment plan?

Which driver mutations identified in lung cancer are being studied?
What are antibody–drug conjugates, and how do they work?

DNA
Mutated
genes

Cell with
non-mutated DNA

Cell with multiple
DNA mutations

May lead to
tumor formation
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Clinical Trial Finder

Survivorship and Support Services

LifeLine Support Partners

Support from a fellow survivor or caregiver

Clinical Trial Ambassador

Volunteers sharing their personal
clinical trial experiences
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Spanish and Health Literate
Materials Are Available

www.LUNGevity.org/booklets

Patient Biomarker Testing Handouts 
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LUNGevity Lung Cancer Patient Gateways are tailored portals for people
with lung cancer to learn more about their type of lung cancer, connect
to experts and patient communities, and access educational resources

LUNGevity Lung Cancer Patient Gateways
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A unique patient-to-patient registryResources to make you feel more connected

Survivorship Programs

HOPE Summit conferences for lung cancer
patients and caregivers

Peer-to-Peer Monitoring

Support from a fellow survivor or caregiver

Lung Cancer HelpLINE

Call to talk with an oncology social worker

For more information about the support systems available to you in your lung cancer journey, visit the LUNGevity website:
https://lungevity.org/for-patients-caregivers/support-services

Lung Cancer Support Community

A dedicated social network for anyone
touched by lung cancer

Online Communites Patient TrueTalk


